A TIME TO DARE AND ENDURE

AN ADDRESS GIVEN IN THE FREE TRADE HALL
MANCHESTER, JANUARY 27, 1940

January 20-26. Russian assault north of Lake Ladoga, which
eventually fails.

January 23. The Chancellor of the Exchequer announces im-
provements in the Old Age Pensions system,
introducing pensions for women at 60.

[January 27, 1940.
W
E have been five months at war against the world's greatest
military power and the world's greatest air power. When
the war began in September most of us expected that very soon our
cities would be torn and charred by explosion and fire, and few
would have dared to plan for the end of January a splendid gathering
such as I see before me here this afternoon. I know of nothing
more remarkable in our long history than the willingness to encounter
the unknown, and to face and endure whatever might be coming
to us, which was shown in September by the whole mass of the
people of this island in the discharge of what they felt sure was
their duty. There never was a war which seemed so likely to carry
its terrors at once into every home, and there never was a war into
which the whole people entered with the same united conviction
that, God helping, they could do no other.
This was no war planned and entered upon by a Government,
or a class, or a Party. On the contrary, the Government laboured
for peace to the very end; and during those last days the only fear
in Britain was lest, weighted down by their awful responsibilities,
they should fail to rise up to the height of the occasion. They did
not fail, and the Prime Minister led us forward in one great body
into a struggle against aggression and oppression, against wrong-
doing, faithlessness and cruelty, from which there can be no turning
back. We cannot tell what the course of that struggle will be,
into what regions it will carry us, how long it will kst, or who will
fall by the way. But we are sure that in the end right will win,